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Jack McCann’s Orienteering Challenge 
1st Class Requirement #2 

[Updated: 5/28/2011] 

 
This exercise focuses on the basics of orienteering, which includes map reading and 
the use of a compass.  Also, as part of the exercise, scouts learn to measure the height 
and width of various items such as flagpoles, mountains and flowing rivers. 
 
Please remember that you will be crossing streets while working on this activity.  
Always remember to look both ways and be careful of traffic. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO COMPLETE THIS REQUIREMENT: 
 

 A buddy  Pen and paper 
 Compass  Calculator 
 Map of Bronxville  Scout Handbook 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Read pps. 346-351 in the Scout Handbook.  Check if complete:    _______________ 
 
 Begin the exercise by counting how many steps it takes you to travel 100 yards  

(i.e. the length of a football field).   
 Divide the number of paces into 300 to get your distance per pace (measured 

in feet). 
 
2. Length of Pace:     300 ÷ ___________   paces =    ____________ ft. / pace 
 
 Start the course in the middle of the field on the 50 yard line  
 From this position, measure the height of one of the goal posts using the “Stick 

Method” (p. 349 of Scout Handbook) 
 
3. Height of Goal Post:   ____________   ft. 
 
 Proceed SW to Pondfield and Midland Avenue. 
 Cross Pondfield and continue to Kraft Avenue.   
 At Kraft Avenue, cross to south side of Street. 
 Walk west 195 ft. (Divide 195 ft. by your ft. / pace calculated above to get the # 

of  paces you need to take).   
 
4. 195 ft. ÷ ___________   ft. / pace =    ____________ paces  
 
 Turn and walk south about 290 ft. (290 ft. ÷ _________  ft. / pace =    ________ paces) 

 
5. Where are you standing?    _______________________________ 
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 Proceed SW along path past Right Field and cross the footbridge.   
 Once across bridge, turn toward  350°N on compass and measure the left 

flagpole using the “Felling Method” (p. 349 of Scout Handbook;  Tip:  The 
felling method assumes you are “felling” the object 90° perpendicular to where 
you are standing). 

 
6. Height of Flagpole:  ______________ ft. 
 
 Continue N-NW to end of parking lot and walk parallel to train tracks to 

Midland Avenue.   
 Cross Midland (Be careful of traffic!) and proceed west.  
 Take right on Parkway Road. 
 Proceed North 512 ft. (512 ft. ÷ ___________   ft. / pace =    ____________  paces)  
 At end of stone wall at yellow house on right, make a hairpin righthand turn 

onto footpath. 
 Proceed South and stop under bridge.  Measure the Bronx River at the widest 

point using the “Salute Method” (p. 350 of Scout Handbook). 
 
7. Width of Bronx River:   _______________  ft. 

 
 Continue on footpath and stay left at fork with heading of 75°E. 
 At road, turn left to 10°N and continue on red brick sidewalk. 
 Using map, proceed along Kraft to Meadow and turn right right at Meadow 

(80°E).   
 After several paces, look left and measure from the ground to the top of the 

silver cross across the street on St. Joseph’s School using either the “Felling 
Method” or the “Stick Method”. 

 
8. Height from ground to top of cross: _______________ ft. 
 
 Continue to Pondfield Rd. heading 80°E while staying on South side of road. 
 At corner (before crossing Pondfield), turn and look toward 220°SW. 

 
 
9. What is the park you are looking at?     _____________________ Park 
 
 
CONGRATUALATIONS, YOU COMPLETED THE EXERCISE!!!!! 


